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*****.Excerpt from The Albanian Question At last we have reached the end of the terrible war which for over four years has drenched humanity with
blood. Begun, as it was, by lust for territorial and commercial conquest, it will finish by the triumph of justice. Had not Imperial Russia collapsed, she
would have extended her bear s paws, crushing the weak and threatening even her allies. But Russia s collapse permitted Germany to carry out her
programme, and in either case the safety of nationality was imperilled. Europe, the enemy of all innovation, clinging to her old diplomacy, was
unable to change her system. America has fortunately saved the situation by coming forward on the side of the Entente, which preached
democracy without entirely believing in its triumph. President Wilson has entered the arena and has begun slowly but firmly to calm its passions.
The complete debacle of the enemy s camp is due as much to the moral eEect as to the material force of the Allies. President Wilson s principles
have gone straight to the hearts of the peoples as a ray of consolation and hope, in the lands not only of the Entente but of the Central Powers also.
It is true that the problems to be solved in Europe are complex and diEicult. But one thing is certain, and that is that no lasting peace can be made
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