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the painful trial. On the morrow, New-year s Day, Miss St. Clair was persuaded to dine with the
Stanhopes once more. As it was the commemoration of the Circumcision of Our Lord, there was
Morning Service in the English Church; and there Miss Agatha was found in her accustomed seat,
and with her usual surprises. At the conclusion of the Service, her Matins, she returned home with
her young friends. The poor girl seemed very depressed, and did her utmost to give an artificial
brightness to her countenance, and a cheeriness to her conversation: at last she admitted that the
communication she received yesterday from the Mother Superior, and which Lilian had brought
with her into Paris, had much saddened and disturbed her. Mr. Stanhope, said Agatha, on seeing
him enter the room, I have been very much pained, and cannot...
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