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Henry VIII: The Life and Rule of England's Nero

By Matusiak, John.

History Press. 1 Paperback(s), 2014. soft. Book Condition: New. Five centuries after he ascended the
throne, the reputation of Henry VIII is generally being rehabilitated and subtly sanitized. Tudor
historian John Matusiak paints a considerably less flattering portrait of the "old monster" and his
reign, revealing him to be more beset by anxieties and insecurities than most sources will admit,
and more tightly surrounded by those who equated loyalty with fear, self-interest, and blind
obedience. Matusiak accepts neither the necessity of Henry's supposed quest for a male heir nor his
need ultimately to sever ties with Rome; he was far more concerned with martial affairs than
marital ones. Henry's predicaments were largely of his own making, insists Matusiak; he was not
only a bad man, but also a bad ruler, who failed to achieve his aims and blighted the reigns of his
two immediate successors. "Excellent throughout, an acid-etched and bracingly caustic
examination of Henry's reign that for once doesn't waste readers' time with endless petticoat-
obsessions about the infamous six wives. Matusiak has bigger fish to fry than mere serial wiving; his
central contention is that Henry would still have been a deplorable ruler even if he'd been as
chaste...
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Reviews

This is basically the very best publication i actually have go through until now. It really is loaded with knowledge and wisdom I realized this publication
from my i and dad encouraged this publication to discover.
-- B r ya na  K locko III        

Unquestionably, this is the finest work by any publisher. I really could comprehended every little thing using this published e book. You will not sense
monotony at anytime of your respective time (that's what catalogs are for regarding should you question me).
-- Joe K essler  
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