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Illustrated: A Concise Resume of the Natural Features and Past History of the Counties of Hampden,
Hampshire, Franklin, and Berkshire, Their Town, Villages, and Cities, Together With a Condensed
Summary of Their Industrial Advantages and Development Some keen observer has said that
brevity is the soul of wit. A fitting emendation may be formulated in the words, condensation is the
grand secret of conveying instruction. Diffusiveness too often defeats its own object. Prolixity may
be justifiable in the case of those annalists who have at their command unlimited time and space in
which to review and particularize unimportant facts - a condition which does not apply to the
compiler of such a work as this, necessarily confined to generalization the crowding of great events
into a line and the history of centuries into a paragraph. The labor of preparing for the press the
present little volume has been much greater than is apparent upon the surface, and consisted not
so much in the actual amount of writing done as in the comparison of...
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